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HAMD PICKING THE LUMP COAL

The fellows working on the stainless steel picking fable
on the left side [from the top down)| are Jack Lefebvre,
Don Mice and Ardy Yurosky. On the right are Leonard
Matrovich, Rex Anderson and Joe Kleer.

Champion 1 is the largest preporction plant operated by the company.
Locoted on Route 22, twenty miles wesi of Piitsburgh, it was built in 1928
and has processed ower 54,000,000 tons of mine product. It is served by the
Mantour Railroad,

All the production from Moniour 4, Westlond ond Clork, almast all of
Montenir 8 production and some 500 tons per day from Montour 10 are
processed through the plant.

The mine product Iz dumped by a rotary rollrood car dump at the rote
of about 1000 tons per hour. From o bin underneath the dump the cool
travels on o 60" belt past an eleciro-magnet which removes cll metal ob-
jects. The belt dumps the coal on shaker screens which moke the first
separation. The coal which passes over o screen with 7° openings (known
as plus T7) is cleaned by pickers removing the slate and cther maoterial
Ceal which goes through o seven inch screen but posses over o three
inch screen (3"x 7" coal) goes o & heavy media vessal for cleaning. The
separation ol good cool from the refuse is accomplished in the heavy media
vessel by hoving the raw products go into o large drum portially filled with
water to which has been addsd a heavy lron ore colled mognetite. This
increases the buoyancy of the waoter so thal coal (whick is lighter) will
floct gnd the heovier moterial (the reluse) will sink. The specilic gravity
{buwoyancy! of the water is confrolloble =0 thaot g wery fine seporaotion is
abioined.

The product which pasass through the three-inch screens is washed in
the RBheolaveur Sealed Discharge Plant. Here, the separation between the
coal and the reluse is =

ceomplished by two streams of rushing woter—one
almost horizonial and the other vertleal. The force ol both streaoms is con
trollable a0 that ot the point where they meet, the coal “floats™ over the
cpening and the refuse sinks to the bollom of the box,

After the cogl has been separoted from the primary refuse in the sealed
discharge plan! it is scresned a0 that coal possing through a %" screen is
separated from the test of the producl. The %%"x 3" refuse iz recleaned In
another heavy medio vessel This cool. together with thot from the sealed
discharge unit, is then graded lor size ond loaded into railroad cars,

The finer coal (minus *3") goes into three 27.000 gallon “boots™ ifrom
which it is token by eievating conveyors to the fine coal plant, This coal
is clso cleaned by being “washed” in running water in o “lounder.” The
cleaned coal is then "de-watered™ in the Carpenter dryers and the moisture
reduced to on evercge of 10%, A grecier part of it is conveyed by bslt
io the Disco plomt whete it ls meds into "Disco” o premium smokeless
fuel. The batonce is conveyed to the heat drying plont. The water used in
the various washing processes finolly runs late @ 60-fcot reserveir. The

HEAVY MEDIA UNIT FOR 3"+ 5" COAL
Ed Yereski, Oparator Helper, Is watching the refuse
come from the 3'x6" cosl. The clean coal chute is
“behind Ed.

il = = ] H
WASHING SCREEM FOR FINE COAL, HEAVY
MEDIA UNIT

Laido Marfinez, Operater, saw the first coal go through
the plant in 1928 and has been with us ever since.



deserves it's name

Keeping the vast amount of machinery and equip-
ment in good running order ix 4 major job. Emerson
Quean and Elia Mencieni, Mochanics, are shown at the
Stearns Magnetic Ssparator which recovers magnetite

| from the system.

The original methed of washing tha coal at the plant, is
pictured above, This washes the %" 23" coal by using
wartieal and horizontal streams of water. Bill Bastaroli,
Operator, is watching the flow of coal

FREE DISCHARGE LAUNDER FOR FIME CCAL

Thess launders separate coal and refuse in the
fine sizes |minus 3%"), The separation is obtained
| by two streams of rushing water. The heavy matarial
H [refuse] sinks and the clean coal floats. Ed Rich
adjusts the flow of the water. Ed, by the way, is
an amataur photegrapher.

CARPENTER CEMTRIFUGAL DRYERS

Thess dryers, two of the five in the plant, remove mois-
ture from the coal. The coal takes a dirry ride inside the
thalls pictured as it is whirlod at 350 revolutions per min-
ute and at the rate of 30 tons per hour in each dryer.
Moisture 13 reduced frem 23% 4o 10%., Bill Prata, |chnH|1g
on, has been top repairman for 21 years.




DORR THICKENER—AI water from the system runs fa
thess reservoirs, The fne coal sediment is recovered and
taken back through the flotation plant,

& coal and the moisture i sucked out of the solu-
ong vacuum, There are three Oliver filters and sach

- :dle up to 14 tons per hour. The fine cosl now goes
the heat drying plant.

r cleans this product, From the flototlon wunit the

to the Oliver [iltors where the waler i3 re-

at drying plant. Alter traveling through 8' 8"
t 65 feet long kept at B0 F. where the moisture is

the coal is ready for markei

samples of raw coal. cleon coal ond refuse are token regularly
wing the shitt in vorlous parts of the pliont. The scmples are
in the plant laboratory and the resulis used to govern

perating practice =0 that desired -:|'ur:':1'.'|-' i= malnlcined.

FLOTATION -

This wnit receives the very
fine coal from the Dorr Thick-
ener, Two types of oil are
added to the water in the unit.
One type creates a froth and
one acts a3 & collecting agent
1o that the coal is collecied
and comes to the top of the
salution in the froth. The froth,
with the fine coal, is brushed
off the tap of the solution with
rotating paddies. The coal
then taken, by conveyor, fo the
Cliver filters. Lee Roy Foltz is
chacking to wee that aevery
thing Is warking properly,

The final treatmeni of the fine coal is in these large
heated eylinders in the heat drying plant. The coal gets a
hot ride in these &5 foot |nng. eylindors——about 800 F in
the shade. Domenico Milchiorre, Heat Dryer Operator,
has been &t Champion | since 1930

From 1000 ions per hour processed in the plant. 250 tons per hour
or 25%, & removed ocs reluse. A combinafion of screens, gotes ond
conveyors maokes |t posaible to loaod almos! any size or mixture the
market demands, The plant employa 133 men on two operating shilts
and one maointenance shift,

Coal cleaned at Champlen Is o premium preduct and is used prin-
cipally for generating steam. It is marketed o8 a high grade rafirood

fuel, used in both lorge ond small indus
burned in many homes.

rial plants and iz also



Part of the Penn State Extension Mining Class now
in oparation at Peters Township High School under
the direction of Sam Cortis. These “schoolboys™” will
soon ke toking the Pennsylvania Depariment of Mines
examinations for cortificates of competency which will
parmit tham fo serve as mine supervisars. Some will be
striving for their fire boss papers whila others will be
hoping for further advancement.

LINDLEY
RETIREMENTS

Wilson (Bill) Crichley

A Trockmon aot Lindiey lor the past 14 years with a total of
52 years in mines, 50 of these with our company. During this time

With all of the distinguished visitors who coma to
bathies Mine, the management recenily took time out
to play host to part of the mining class from Rostraver
Tewnship High Schocl. The smiling group picturad
hers saw a complete loading cyele in a shuttle car
section.

Hig hobby tedoy is euchre. Enows all the angles and systems
tind keeps his tonsils lubricated with the dimes of the losers. We
wish him meny yeors of enjoyment and fun with hi=s hobby.

Steve Pizzini

A Trackman ot Lindley since 1934, he hos a total of 45 years In
mining. Twenty-fiva years of this time with our company at Mc-
Ga and e. Hia hb oning and he be seen




years and never yel shooting a robbit chead of another man's
doy. Also that he never yet required the second shot {(Pot
hunter,)

Was it John McClogkey who hod thaot slight accident on the
street car while on his way to werk?

Will Frank Salomon have the required number of members in
his Pyramid Club by the end of the moath?

Who stole the fertilizer that John Harris was going to put on
his strowberries? [ wouldn't werry too much, Pappy. Me, mysel,
I use cream and sugar on mine.

‘Whot's hoppened to the fishermen? The secson is well along
and we hoven't heard even ene good fish story as yet.

Bob Holey's donation of g clock lo the dispatchers shonty was
thoughtiul.

Dirty Mouth Louie breaks out with song the lost two hours of
each shift. We tell you, Louie. the Railwoy Company is going to
coich up with you some of these days.

You should receive the “"News” as you starl your vacation. We
wish you all o good time, and pleose. scmeone. come back with
a good fish story.

' John Carroll

CHAMPION 1

Stanley Pavlic, "The 51 Louis Kid,” who hos been at Cham-
pion | since Februory, 1930, was transierred to Maothies Prepara-
tion Plant on May 1, 1849, Ston was (Jack of all trades ot Cham-
pion) car dropper, oller pumper, flolation operatar, free discharge
cperator, ond filter operaior.

There wos a fellow from the Product Control Department that
ordered pancokes and @ Coca-Colo ot @ restaurant near Champlion
1. He was talking to someone and poured the coke on the pan-
cokes instead of the syrup, [ wouldn't tell you his nome, but his
inltials are W.I.L.

We have lound cut the reascn why Clyde McMurray is picking
up some. weight, At Mr, Bartram's {arewell party he had 1 hom
and | turkey dinner. He was eating his dinner in o McDonald
restogurant one evening, ond, when he finished, the waitress osked
him what he wanted for dessert. Clyde scid. "For dessert give
me another dinner just like thot.”

—Eli Charlier

MATHIES

Elmer Piglard is the newest “shutter-bug’ oround the premises.
His new comera and oll the flxtures, including o dark room make
the rest of us envious, Helpiul hints were glven Elmer by John
McNeal, the ald pro.

Jomes Fisher and Beity Cleary took the fotal step on Moy 7.
i{ﬂﬁ, The wedding waa attended by many of Jim's Iriends from

Frank Lustic claims his doughter has already worn out 8 poirs

Tip 1o oll mines and depertments: If you're lacking for the Preai.
dent, Vice-President, Division Superintendent or any other top
afficial, eall Mathies Cleaning Plant. This plant was given a
test run May 14 end will be in operation hence forth.

The fHineup of cbservers hos switched from fthe continuous
miner to the cleoning plont

Joo Demcheck must have a speclal paint job on hiz eor. IU's
alwaye clean.

Mike Zmigrosky's bachelor standing is tottering more ond more
with emch trip 1o Beston, Boy! that's long-range courtship.

The late of o boockkeeper—Joe Gallagher has belonged te Re-
tary for nine monthe ond is already lined up for the secreiory's
job.

Guy Finchom hos switched fo o high wheeled truck to get up
his mud road.

—Bab Christoff

MONTOUR 4

We hove finally moved into our new portal at Mayview, If any-
one gets oul of line, It'a jus! o hop, skip, and a jump to Maoyview
Home.,

Frank Compbell just moved into his new home ond bought
himsell @ new Buick, He s now confined to Mercy Hospltal with
an injured knee. Here's a wish for his speedy recovery.

Sal Ducarme Sr. is also confined io the Mercy Hospital. That's
the ploce to be when you have o house to paint. Seriously, we
hope his stoy will not be o long one.

We were sorry to hear of the death of Chester Hitchew's grand-
daughler. She wos hit by on aulomebile on Route 13,

We will miss Som Hissom, Augle Vandale. Alex Saut and Ben
Beden who moved to the new cffices ot Westland., Don’t forget
to stop around and see us once in o while, fellows.

We deeply reqgrel the less of Dave Snyder, cesistont loreman,
who worked lar our company ot Henderson and Montour 4 for the
Ioet twelve years. Our deepest sympathies are with Dave's fom-
ily. (Ed. Note—We of the "News" have lost a fine friend and
centributer. Dave was alwayes willing to offer his services in help-
ing ua produce a better “News.")

~—5al Ducarme

MONTOUR 9

Amile Perrard locked his cor with keys in the ignition and
engine running, Did thal bicycle go by, Amile?

The boys on the outside are giving the place g spring house
cleaning. Looks os good aa Forbea Field,

Andrew Milovec ls limping oround with o sore back. Says he
hurt it going through a door—in Clork Mine.

Fred Beyer, lampman, built o new brick home. Says he must
get it paid for, so he took his doughter to El Poso, Texos, and
married her off o o Hrat loule. Fred soye thot this s one way
to get o return on his income tox—let Uncle Som keep haer.

Admiral Atchison ond Lt Whirlow attended the show at Clove-
land and arrived home looking no worse for the wear.

It you want o see o good ball club, come over lo McDonald
some evening.

Hongnaoils, eplinters, or blisters are enough fo couse some fel-
lows to lose work, bul not John Bostie. John, a joy crew member
at No. 8, was struck on the back by o piece cf slote and insistad
on working 3 shifts before he finally submitted to o hospital ex-
amingtion. The exomination showed a fractured venebra and John
asked the doctor to tape him up so that he could return to work,
John's aftitude toward work i3 unusunl in these times and we



re thots ... and...

Specking of fish and fishing bringa to mind another time, in
early spring, when Mike gnd some other [ellows from the mine
weare not so fortuncte. The fish wouldn't bite, the weather wos
cold, the boys were complainiag ond hungry, they had tried all
kinds of boil, inzluding shrimp, when linally in diagust Mike aaid,
"Te heck with the fish, let's eat the darn shrimp and go home.”

A SAFETY THOUGHT—

Safety ot Vocatizn Time?—Your darn tootin’. As much as at
any other lime, becouse | involves your whole fomily, your
friends, and your relations. No sirree, you just can’t let up on
Safety one minute, You have to be exira careful to enjoy the
vacation you hove looked lorward 1o and plonned so carefully.

For instance, it you plan on oulo trip. maoke sure the fomily
car is In lip-top shape, Good tires are @ must, Brush ap on road
couriesies ond for Heoven's sake WATCH the fellow, in front of
ond behind you. He is generclly the guy that couses the road
ceckdent,

0K, so perhape you are not making a trip, you would rather
stay at home, Maybe you have a little job about the house that
you want to do. Good enough. BUT you know something? There
are more peaple hurt in ond oround the home thon there are
ot the place of your employment, and you know why? Wall, folks
just let dawn on sciety ot home. They develop a leeling that
nothing can happen ta hurt them, Whatever you do around home,
do it with the some coution and alertness you toke while on the
job. Sa, be it work or play on your woccation, i you plon it
saiely work or play salely, it's.a sure bet you'll not regrat that
yvou fook SAFETY with you

Joe Toslc

GENERAL OFFICE NEWS

You'll be able to find George Kelley of Purchosing home nearly
every evening since he won o television set af the recent Coal
Show in Clevelond.

Lunchtime waos anything but o plenie for many of the G.O. per-
sonnel whils Chompion Stores were ocul on sirike. A lew were
sean eoting of thelr desks—and Irowning of those cold sond
wiches while others crowded in cutomobiles and spent part of
thetr lunch hour traveling, Many of us now appreclate the Chom-
pion Lunch Room jusl o lftle more.

Bill Black of Engineering is proudly driving o new maroon Fard
these doys.

It was on ordinary, sleepy Monday morning until Morguerite
Ward of Treasury Depariment arrived-—-that is, until we saw the
brillionce coming from her third finger, left hand. For cur Maggie
was engoged! She s the bride-elect of Fred E. Mueller of Bridge-
ville. R.D. No date has been set for the wediing at present. Beat
wishes lrom all o us, Morguerite.

Mr, and Mrs. C. L. Norton hove msved into their new home in
Union Township, Finleyville, R.D.; and Mr, ond Mrs. . F. Dengler
and Family are now residing af Lambeth Drive, Bridgeville, R.D.
We wish the Nortons ond the Denglers the best of luck in their
new homes.

A surprise dinner-shower was held for bride-lo-be Heozxel Van
Voorhls at Celopino's on June 2 by o group of gitls from the
Company. The iable decorations, mode by “Sis” Honk, were in
replica of the bridal party with o minloture bride as lovors for
each gisl. Hozel wos presented with a gift lor her new home.
She will become the bride of Jomes Willioms on June 24.
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RENTON 3

Cn March 3, three new records were set, The B Crew undaer the
able direction of Vince Bogaty loaded 418 cars of coal Harry
Long's oulside crew dumped 200) tons. The iotal day's tennoge
was JIB67 tons. The coal all but rolled up the shaft under its own

power,

Chaperoned by Mr. Ferguson ond Mr. Ponman, Clarence Hays,
Duane Gray, Harry Mulhollond, Herb Gaoll and Phil Watson aof-
tended the Coal Mining Congress show at Cleveland, They report
a bigger and better show than ever, We gathered from thelr con
varsation thot the Cleveland Indians ore atill playving ball at the
Stadium.

Recent visitors included Ambrose Eves, Jock Zom Ed Snydar,
Walter Plaskowski and George Pivik, Sr., all retired veterans, All
of them lock fine ond, U need be, ready 1ar another filty years
of service,

We know summer Is almost here when we hear Bob Lang mur-
muring sweet nothings to the lown mower outside the office
window, and Chick Binkley, Unity Raellwoys conductor, has pro-
duced two fourleal clovers, and all the boys are starting to tell
ol the big ones that gol away. Happy Vacatlon Time.

Paul Meredith

STRIPPING OPERATIONS

We have had several personnel changes since Utaoh mowved
west and we are glad to repont that Ken Fulmer is now on the
F & H Dragline at Alllsan, Buss Clemens in on the 8 W Monighan
Lragline of Russell and Joe Skwarlo is helping Jock Seller gel
coal at Allison.

Ye olde reporter and wile wish fo confirm thot proud paremt
business which appeared in the last lasue al the “News." I
wos o boy, Andrew John, born on March 26.

Our very aincere sympathy is extended to Mr. and M., Henry
Hertzler who lost a baby boy shortly after his birth.

Ruasell Strip experlenced a coal loading boom during the month
ol April, After low tonnoge months since the first of the year,
production was stepped up to two loading shifls o doy on 2
shovels, Il you would like to know how il feels 1o work double
shift for @ couple of weeks, ask Jack Bornhart, or some of the boys,

Joe Orlent

WARDEN

In September of 1944 @ new seclon wos added to Warden,
The broin baby of Gene Mouck, this section was o little mine
in itsa own right, ond o contest was held 1o pick a suitoble nome
for it, George Vidnjvich, a ten yeor old lod from Whitsatt,
oftered the prize winning suggestion that we call it Viclory Mine
227,900 tons of coal were removed from Victory Mine, and we
al Warden felt a deep loss when this section wos closed on May
20, 1848, Beldom will you see the ideal conditions theat existed
at Little Victory,

Al Simonozzi



roduction and progress

Pittsburgh, Pa., May 11—Employing a variation of the Disco smokeless fuel process, Pittsburgh Consoli-
dation Coal Company, in collaboration with Naitional Steel Corporation and the M. A. Hanna Company, is
making exploratory tests of a new method of utilizing exiremely fine sizes of iron ore in blast furnoce operations.

The new development involves a two-step tes! procedure. First, fine sizes of iron ore and metallurgical
coal are mixed and passed through the special process, which agglomerales the mixture into ball-shaped
lumps for use in the blast furnace burden. This part of the program is being carried out at Pittsburgh Con-
solidalion’s experimental facilities near Imperial, Pa.

The second step involves the experimental use of the agglomerate in a blast furnace of the Weirlon Steel
Company, subsidiary of National Steel, at Weirton, W. Va.

Development work on methods of agglomeraling iron ore fines has been stimulated by the increase in ore
of this character expected to result from the steal industry's growing dependence on lower-grade ore deposits.

Most low-grade cres.in-the United States are trapped in a hard rock substance which requires crushing
into extremely finé sizes to permit segregation of the iron ore from the inert material. The resultant powdered
iron ore cﬂm’gl Bmﬁa&ﬂ such in blast furnaces.

The new techs que has been under development for mam] years by the Disco Company, a subsidiary
of Pittsburgh slidation Coal Company, and patents on the process are held by this company.

BIG TEN—March, 1848 Mathies, 14.5, 1 Br. Rt. 9 Foce, Eugene Rutile, John Bawizk. Joe
Crescent, 25.5. 1 Bt. B Face, John Fillo. Cumer. 2 c
Weslland, 22.3. B Ent. off 1| West. John Tavlar, Ben Davis, Alex Montour 4, 14.2, 1 Bt. & No., Andy Piatnek
Park. BIG THREE—Unian Division—March, 1849

Mathies, 19.0. 7 Bi. Lt. 7 Face. Louls Fefolt, John Coatenti. Mine No, 3 Unit No, 3—1R24E WM 17.2 Tans Per Man Deay
I“‘:_'”:'“""- l.B.E. 4 Bt. At 9 Face, Horry Brewwer. Elmer Pigferd, Chestér Toylor, Corl Eishl, John Logen

William Kite. ) , _ Mine Na. 3 Unlt Mo, 3—698L NM— 14.9 Tens Per Man Day
Marh!.as. :n:-r.EI. 4 Bt Lt. 5 Foce, Louls Felolt, John Cunlanh.: Georue: Advms; Thomak Bassall, Charlel Fliaks

Mathies. 159, 2 Bl. Rt. 9 Face. Eugene Rufile, John Bewick, Sam Mine No. 3—Unit No. 5—70 BL NM—14.5 Tons Per Man Day

Krempasky. e Flinl
Warden. 150, 8 Butt, Robert Shank, Clyde Frabisio. George Adoms, Thomos Hassall, Charles Flinko
Werden, 14.8, 8 Butt, Robert Shank, Clyde Frabizio. BIG THREE—April, 1343
Westland, 14.8, G-El 5t West, lohn Taylor, Ben Davis. Alex Mine No. 3—Unit No. 3—69BL Ne. M—16.9 Tons Per Man Day
Park. George Adoms, Thomas Hassall, Chorles Flinko.
Westland, 14.2, 2 South. Ed Ringer, Fronk Mrenok, William Mine No. 3—Unit No. 670 BL Mo. M—1£.7 Tons Per Man Day
Bogotay. Gecrge Adoms, Thomos Hassall, Charles Flinko.

BIG TEN—April. 1948 gi]ine Nu:rl IUnI.ENT.KHI ]-.JI R |24BL'-'-']'-1 16.5 Tons Par Man Day
Westland, 26.7, C Ent. of 1 West, John Taylor, Ben Davis, Alex Rl Laylor, Caal-Rlenk donn Legeh.
Park. BlG TWO—Bomerse! Division—DMarch, 1948
Crescent, 22.9, | Bt. 3 Face, John Filla. Mina 120—Unit 4 & 4tz—14.7 Tons Por Man Doy, Msmii Hol
Meathies, 193, 4 BL Ht 3 Foce. Hany Brewer, Williom Kite, s2pple and Eugene Caoleman,
Eimer Piglord, . Mine 120-—Unit § & 5.2—11.9 Tons Per Man Day, Merril Hal
Maihies, 196, 4 Bt Lt 5 Foce, Louis Fefolt, John Contenti. Jomes sapple and Eugens Colsman
Spiller.
Mathies;, 18.5, 7 Bt Lt 9 Foce, Adrion, Teissier. Fronk Lustic. BIG TWO—April, 1849
Mathies, 18.4, 2 B Rt 9 Foce. Eugene Ruttle. John Bewick, Joe Mine 120—Unit 5 & 532 —12.7 Tona Par Man D Aarril Hol-
Cumar, sopple and Eugene Coleman
Montour 4, 14.9, 27 F 5 No., Ed. Sutton. Mine 121—Unii 1 & 1'2—11.3 Tons Per Man Day R W, Homd

Montour 4. 14.8, 21 F 5 North, Peter Degrosky san and Ken Stoy.



HOW PAY AND LIVING COSTS WENT UP BETWEEN 1939 AND 1949

AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS |
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Two important facts are revealed by this graph:
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